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LIBRARY WORK WITH CHILDREN 


More Effective Use of Book Selection Aids and Lists 
By Mrs. Winifred L. Davis 


In a previous article ways were suggested 
of becoming more familiar with the book 
stock in the children’s collection. In 
progress toward a,more intelligent use of 
the collection it is important to have dis- 
covered in what fields it is weak. 

A librarian in a small library realized 
that the children’s collection was being 
neglected. As often happens the more 
vocal demands of the adults influenced the 
direction of book purchases with an already 
too-small budget. The librarian, it is true, 
frequently asked for suggestions for “‘some 
new books for the children.” Simply 
adding books now and then is not enough. 
In this case investment had been made in 
the Children’s catalog, but its use had not 
been thoroughly understood. 

It was recommended that the Children’s 
catalog be checked with the library’s shelf 
list. A check against the entries in the 
Children’s catalog corresponding to the 
checked shelf list cards would show at a 
glance what titles were in the library’s 
collection and what fields were either 
poorly represented or not at all. 

The next point was to evaluate the books 
represented by the cards in the shelf list 
not appearing in the Children’s catalog. 
The result of such a piece of work is self- 
evident. There was a basis upon which 
to make future purchases. These would 
include replacements (and here such an 
“aid” as Inexpensive books for boys and 
girls was useful), new editions of old-time 
favorites, and new books by well-known 
or, new authors. It is especially important 
to make a study of books of information 
for up-to-date material, and for those 
subjects which are of particular local 
interest, and also for stories in such fields 
as school stories, adventure, vocational, 
etc. The help of this Catalog in this as 
well as in other respects is well known. 

Book selection aids and published lists 
seem to group themselves according to 
their respective purposes. The accompany- 


ing outline has followed this method of 
arrangement. There are the basic lists 
for the whole collection; there are special 
lists limited to a field or a subject. Again 
less comprehensive, there are lists patterned 
on individual requests, or upon interests 
of groups. In some instances these are 
published in pamphlets, or in forms for 
distribution; in others they have come out 
in such a publication as the Wilson bulletin, 
or a bulletin of a local library, or of a state. 
They are not so much for use in selection 
for the collection, as in selection for the 
individual. How often the mind must be 
geared, ready to meet the boy or girl who 
says, “I liked this book, have you another 
one like it?” Such a list as the one by Rue, 
“Recent juvenile series and sequels” will 
not only be a help but also will emphasize 
the importance of knowing how to meet 
the demand for series and sequels, and still 
keep the reading taste at a high level, so 
that the “series habit” will not lead into 
the field already overrun with such books 
and of no value whatsoever. 

Again in the desire to help young people 
build up a reading background, a very 
good “program of reading sequences” 1s 
What shall we read next? by Roos. Accord- 
ing to the Introduction, ‘“The purpose of 
this list is to assist in the reading guidance 
of young people of fifteen to nineteen years 
of age. It is not intended to be a ‘buying 
list,” nor an inclusive list; if is a working 
list for librarians.”’ This undoubtedly is a 
valuable tool for the librarian who is mak- 
ing a special point of reading for young 
people. It may be followed as it is; it may 
suggest a pattern for future study on one’s 
own. 

Again lists come out which are to meet 
local or special needs. The Baileys Harbor 
list, compiled by Miss Reely for a library 
just starting has been used over and over 
by very small libraries. First the list 
includes what seems essential; second, 
recommendation has been made as to 
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those desirable to buy in reinforced binding; 
third, the matter of economy of funds was 
considered, getting the most for the money 
without lowering standards of selection, or 
of good bookmaking. 

Books for young people, from the New 
York Public Library, another list “with a 
purpose” 1s primarily for use in the adult 
sections of the library, to suggest books 
for boys and girls when they are first 
transferred from the Children’s Room. 
The Committee has based selection and 
arrangement upon the kinds of requests 
made by boys and girls themselves. 

The list, to the writer’s knowledge, is 
serving libraries in Wisconsin where read- 
ing of young people is receiving special 
study, and where collections for young 
people’s shelves are being built up. 

The question is often raised as to when 
a library is justified in buying the Children’s 
catalog. Perhaps the answer is ‘“‘when the 
librarian can use it intelligently,” for the 
size of the community the library serves 
does not limit the value of this aid as one 
might think. We have here the whole 
field of books desirable for children. To 
the objection that the large number of 
books listed is bewildering to the inexperi- 
enced person, and to the librarian of the 
small library, let us call attenuon to the 
1,000 starred titles for first purchase, a 
service especially with the small library 
in mind. It has its uses as a catalog for 
what the library has, as an aid in catalog- 
ing and classification and as a reference 
tool for teachers and parents. 

But if one finds it out of the question to 
have this work, another basic list is the 
Graded list for children. It may be of 
interest to note here that this list, and the 
Inexpensive books for boys and girls, together 
with the dealers’ catalogs listing juvenile 
books in reinforced bindings were used a 
great deal in the compilation of the 
Baileys Harbor list. And incidentally this 
Baileys Harbor list could very well be 
included in the group of basic aids, 
especially for very small libraries, or for 
those just starting. 

If the library does not own the Standard 
Catalog for high school libraries, the Chil- 
dren’s librarian of the public library should 
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be familiar with it. It is not unusual for 
the high school in small communities to 
own it, and it may be easily consulted. 


State lists, especially of one’s own state 
and others such as the Oregon list, are 
helpful where a library desires to cooperate 
with the requirements of the public schools. 
Horton’s Buying list for small libraries has - 
been included as an example of an aid for 
the whole collection, and which offers a 
very close selection for both children and 
adults and illustrates certain principles in 
book selection which in a small library 
become extremely important where selec- 
tion is much more of a problem than in 
larger libraries where book budgets are 
more adequate. 


Something should be said about dealers’ 
lists. It is not until one is thoroughly 
familiar with the principles of book selec- 
tion, and with the use of authoritative lists 
that such lists should be used to any 
great extent. Those on the outline are 
highly serviceable but the librarian should 
know what is needed, and the real purpose 
of the list; should know what books should 
be reinforced; should know when a cheap 
edition is perhaps an expensive buy after 
all. 

Current lists and publications reviewing 
new books for children are omitted in this 
discussion, since the use of these becomes 
important after one has a sounder knowl- 
edge of what a children’s book collection 
should include. It seems better to build 
up from a good foundation. 

It is assumed that by this time our 
children’s librarian of limited experience 
has caught the idea, and begins to see the 
possibilities of becoming more familiar 
with the field, although the field itself is 
getting bigger and bigger. It is also becom- 
ing more stimulating, more challenging, 
and its possibilities are beyond measuring. 
And the conviction grows that a children’s 
collection need not be a_hit-and-miss 
affair, for authoritative ‘aids’ are at 
hand for whatever problem presents itself. 
There are also well defined principles of 
book selection to follow. 


In concluding this article let it be sug- 
gested that after the true “aid” has be- 
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come the foundation of selection, then we 
are ready to do something of that construc- 
tive and creative work which will satisfy 
the requests varying as to interest, age, 
and background of individual children. 
And this suggests the next article, “What 
the Librarian Should Know About Chil- 
: dren and Their Reading Interests.” 


Nore: As this article is completed, the Li- 
brary Journal Jan. 1, 1939 has been received 
with the first article of a symposium: “Buying 
of children’s books,” by Siri Andrews. It will 
be much appreciated by all interested in this 
highly important subject. 


Book Selection Aids and Lists for 
Library Work with Children 


Basic ‘‘aids’’ for whole collection 
Children’s catalog. 5th ed. 1936. H. W. 
Wilson Co. 





Second supplement, 1937-1938; 
cumulation to the fifth edition, 1936. 
H. W. Wilson Co. 1938. Sold on service 
basis. 


Graded list of books for children. 
A.L.A. $1.75. 


1936. 


Horton. Buying list for small libraries. 
1935. A.L.A. $1.35. 


Right book for the right child; a graded 
buying list of children’s books. 1933. 
Reynal, $2.50. 





; Supplement. 1936. Day, 25c. 
Standard catalog for high school libraries. 





3rd ed. 1937. H. W. Wilson Co. Sold 
on service basis. 
; abridged edition. 1935. $3. 


maximum price. 


State lists, issued by the state department 

of public instruction. 

Some examples: 
List of books for school libraries in 
the state of Wisconsin 1938-40. State 
Dept. public instruction, Madison, 
Wis. 
Oregon list: Part I, List of books for 
elementary schools; Part II, Books for 
high schools. Oregon State Library, 
Salem, Oregon. 
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Special fields (Generally closer and limited 
selections). 


Eastman. Index to fairy tales (Useful 
ref. ser.) 2d ed. 1926. Faxon, $6. 


Budd. Books on home and family life. 
1937. Teachers College, Columbia 
University, New York, 35c. 





Science books for elementary 


schools. 1937. H. W. Wilson Co., 35c. 


Davis. Juvenile books in the field of 
geography and travel. Wisconsin Library 
Bulletin, December 1937, p. 164-167. 


High-school science library. 1937 (annual) 
Peabody College (Nashville, Tenn.) 20c. 


Rue. Subject index to readers. 1938. 
A.L.A. $1.80. 


Lists patterned on individual requests 
and interests, from various sources. 


Gibson. If you like horses and dogs. Wis- 
consin Library Bulletin, March 1938, 
p. 35-39. 


Reading for fun. 1937. Nat’l council of 
teachers of English, 20c. 


Roos. What shall we read next? 1937. 


H. W. Wilson Co., 35c. 


Rue. Recent juvenile series and sequels. 
Wilson Bulletin, April 1938, p. 522-523. 


Science book lists for boys and girls. A.L.A. 
35c for set (14 lists in set). 


Lists growing out of local or special 
needs. 


“Baileys Harbor list,” comp. by M. K. 
Reely for a small library just starting 
(mimeographed; 11 pages) 1938. 


Branch Library 
Public library 


Books for young people. 
Book News. MN. 
(annual) .02. 


Leisure reading. 1932. Nat'l council of 
teachers of English, Chicago, 20c. 


For economy in buying. 
Inexpensive books for boys and girls. 
1938. A.L.A. 50c. 
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Miscellaneous, including some dealers’ 
lists. 

An invitation to read; a list of titles recom- 
mended by the mayor’s committee for 
the selection of suitable books for chil- 
dren in the courts. 1937. Municipal 
ref. lib., New York, 25c. 


Books: a graded catalog for boys and 
girls. A. C. McClurg. 
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Guide to good reading. 
Chicago. 


Follett Co., 


Standard juvenile catalog. H. R. Huntting 
& Co., Springfield, Mass. 


See also such catalogs as those from, 
Grimm Bindery, Madison, Wis. 
New Method book bindery, Jacksonville, 
Ill. 


WISCONSIN DOCUMENTS 


A List Compiled by Emma Bryan 


CONSERVATION DEPARTMENT. Motion 
pictures and slides for free distribution. 


An annotated list of pictures, motion pictures 
and slides distributed by the Conservation 
department free except for the express charges. 


DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND 
Markets. Report of official tests made 
on samples of field seeds collected during 
1937-1938. Bulletin No. 196. 


Bulletin No. 201. 


An excellent description of Wisconsin’s 
industries, agriculture, and recreational advan- 
tages. Many illustrations. 


Wisconsin. 





DEPARTMENT OF PusBtic INSTRUCTION. 
Information on Wisconsin schools. 


A guide for school boards and school admin- 
istrators, designed to aid them in governing the 
annual school district meeting, in accordance 
with the provision of the law. 





Laws of Wisconsin relating to 
public instruction. 


This should also be of value to the school 
boards and administrators for it brings together 
all the laws dealing with and relating to public 
instruction. 


— — A study of the transportation of 
high school pupils in 1937-38, by John 
Guy Fowlkes and George S. Beery. 


A study of existing practices in the transporta- 
tion of high school pupils, along with a pro- 
posed code and set of rules and regulations 
covering the transportation of high school 
pupils. 








Suggestions regarding levels of 
accomplishment in written composition. 


“Specimen themes and guiding principles for 
reasonable expectation of success in situations 
requiring written expression.” 


Teaching industrial aris in Wis- 
consin schools. 


A guide for the selection of teaching activities. 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE. List of United 
States, state, congressional, legislative 
and county officers of Wisconsin, 1938. 


Also includes state and national party com- 
mittees, and the votes cast in Wisconsin, Nov. 
8, 1938. 


REAL EstaTE BROKER’sS BoarpD. Wiscon- 
sin platting and sanitation code. Vol. 1, 
No. 6. 


To acquaint all concerned with policies of 
this state regarding the development and sale 
of lands. 


Approved sales contract and listing 
contract. Vol. 1, No. 7. 


Discussion of the contracts, 
approved forms. 


with printed 


Boarp oF HEALTH. Wisconsin rules and 
regulations governing tourist rooming 
houses and cabins. 


A placard for posting, but not so large that 
it cannot be easily filed. 


An ordinance to regulate and 
control the sale and distribution of 
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milk, cream, buttermilk and skimmed 
milk. 
The ordinance is suitable for adoption in the 


smaller Wisconsin cities. 


Athlete’s foot. 


Discussion of the symptoms, prevention and 
treatment of the infection. 





Sanitary instructions for cosme- 
ticians. 
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“This book contains a copy of the license law 
and the sanitary rules, extracts of opinions 
from the attorney general on the law, regula- 
tions regarding schools of cosmetic art and 
sanitary instructions for the prevention and 
control of skin and scalp diseases.” 


Methods of cement grouting for 
sanitary protection of wells. 





This book gives the reasons for as well as 
methods of construction. 


WISCONSIN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
Committees 1939 


State Aid 

Marie W. Barkman, Wausau 
M. Louise Hunt, Racine 
Hazel Laing, Marinette 
Cora Frantz, Kenosha 
Marion E. Bryant, Chippewa Falls 
Helen Farr, Madison 

Mrs. Chas. Veslak, Shawano 
G. O. Banting, Waukesha 
Sam McKillop, Milwaukee 
Laura Olsen, Eau Claire 


Legislative 

Mrs. Nancy Thomas, Appleton 

Emma Bryan, State Library, Madison 
Sybil Schuette, Green Bay 

Francis Zvonlanek, Jr., Milwaukee 

Mrs. Josephine Anderson, Barron 

Dagny Borge, Stout Institute, Menomonie 


State Planning 

Clara L. Lindsley, Waupun 

Dorothy Randall, Madison 

Ruth W. Gregory, Stevens Point 

Dorothea Krause, West Allis 

Mrs. S. B. Poukey, Cumberland 

Irene Newman, Madison 

Malvina C. Clausen, S.T.C., Oshkosh 

Mary C. Shemorry, Shorewood H. S. 
Library, Milwaukee 


Salaries and Personnel 

Bernice Happer, Kaukauna, Chmn. 

Grace M. Atherton, West Allis 

Edith Shepard, Fond du Lac 

Anna M. Tarr, Lawrence College, Appleton 


Certification 

Mabel Hawk, Racine 
Alice Millerd, Marshfield 
Leila Janes, Fond du Lac 


Publicity 

Marjorie Gile, Madison 
Rose Lavine, Superior 
Marion Langdell, Eau Claire 


Auditing 

Mary de Jonge, Appleton 

Mrs. Alice J. Raymond, Rhinelander 
Dorothy Allen, Oshkosh 


Membership and Registration 
Gladys Friday, Menasha 
Marion Sharp, Green Bay 
Bertha Buelow, Madison 


Nominating 

Irene Varney, Fort Atkinson 

Maude Race, Kenosha 

Dorothy Siebecker, Milwaukee Downer 


College 
Martha Petty, Manitowoc 


Resolutions 

Mrs. Mary Cushman, Reedsburg 

Alice Wilson, Kenosha 

Kathleen Neis, Watertown ' 


Scholarship 

Lillian Moehlman, Madison 
Mary Freeman, Rice Lake 
Myrl Poland, Janesville 
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TRI-STATE MEETING 
Milwaukee, 1939 


From Miss Merrell, President of W.L. A. 
comes news of the meeting to be held 
next October. 


“It will be a Tri-State Meeting includ- 
ing Michigan, Minnesota and Wisconsin 
—in Milwaukee, with headquarters at the 
Hotel Schroeder, October 18th to 21st. 


“The officers of the three associations 
agreed to adopt the theme of the Michigan 
Association for the current year: Rural 
Social Problems and Implications for 
Libraries. This fits in very well with the 
programs under way in both Minnesota 
and Wisconsin to secure State Aid for 
libraries.” 


A MESSAGE FROM THE STATE AID COMMITTEE 


If we are to obtain State Aid and thus 
raise the standards of our libraries, it is 
to be remembered that success will come 
primarily through the librarians and friends 
of the library. We cannot afford to be 
modest. We recognize our importance in 
adult education. We are aware of the fact 


that the public library is one of the most 
vital of foundations for a democratic 
state. Discuss our importance with your 
legislators, with members of state organi- 
zations, with the people immediately 
about you. Make them conscious of the 
necessity for adequate library support. 


A SELECTED LIST OF CURRENT BOOKS 
Edited by Mary Katharine Reely 


General Works 


Seldes, George. Lords of the press. 1938. 
408p. Messner, $3. 070 


Newspaper publishing has become Big Busi- 
ness. This is a book about some of the big 
business men who run newspapers, among them 
Col. McCormick and Frank Knox of Chicago, 
and also about some of the people who work 
for them, such as John Boettiger, Walter Lipp- 
mann, George Sokolsky, Dorothy Thompson. 
Sensational but probably true. 


See Booklist 35:125 Dec. 15 °38. 


Philosophy 


Logic; the theory of in- 
160 


Dewey, John. 
quiry. 1938. 546p. Holt, $4. 


A book that marks the culminating point in 
the author's development of his pragmatic 
doctrine. Abstruse in subject matter and diffi- 
cult reading, but necessary to the student who 
would understand Dewey’s contribution to 
philosophy. 


See Booklist 35:91 Nov. 15 ’38. 


Ellenwood, James Lee. There’s no place 
like home. 1938. 234p. illus. Scribner, 
$2. 173 


Something new and refreshing on the rela- 
tionships of parents and children. From the 
vantage point of 46, and as a father of four, 
the author writes of the problems of family 
adjustment with humor, restraint, and under- 
standing. Troubled parents will find comfort 
in it, and, if they could be persuaded to read it, 
the book would be good for adolescents as well. 
Amusing illustrations, each with a story to 
tell, add to the book’s appeal. 


Walton, Robert P. Marihuana; Ameri- 
ca’s new drug problem. 1938. 223p. 
illus. Lippincott, $3. 178.8 
A review of the history of this drug, the extent 

of its use, its effects, and attempts at control. 

Bibliography (18p.) glossary of equivalent 

terms, and index. 

See Booklist 35: 126 Dec. 15 ’38. 


Sociology 
Borsodi, Ralph. Prosperity and security; 
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1938. 
330 


a study in realistic economics. 
319p. Harper, $3. 


A new view of economics, treating it as an 
individual not a social matter. The study of 
economics has always been concerned with the 
production of wealth. To Mr. Borsodi its basis 
is the means by which ordinary men and women 
go about getting what they want. Is closely 
related to the author’s other books This ugly 
civilization and Flight from the city, coming to 
the conclusion that prosperity and security 
depend on individual and small scale production. 


Bowen, Frank C. America sails the seas. 
1938. 411p. illus. McBride, $3.75. 387 


A handsomely illustrated volume devoted to 
“the history and romance of America on the 
high seas from the 15th to the 19th century.” 
Will prove fascinating to any one interested in 
ships. 


Judges of the 
124p. Univ. of 
347.99 


Ewing, Cortez A. M. 
supreme court. 1938. 
Minnesota Press, $2. 


A small book bringing together in convenient 
form statistical information about the 75 men 
who, from 1789-1937, have sat as members of 
the supreme court, covering appointments, 
representation of states and sections, and 
qualifications. 

See Booklist 35: 93 Nov. 15 °38. 


Kahm, Harold S. New business oppor- 
tunities for today. 1938. 136p. Harper, 
$1.50. 371.42 


The interested person will find suggestions 
here which may be put to profitable use. 


Lerner, Max. It is later than you think; 
the need for a militant democracy. 
1938. 260p. Viking, $2.50. 320 


A call to liberals to unite in a practical pro- 
gram for the preservation of democracy. By a 
former editor of the Nation who writes from a 
somewhat left-wing point of view. Too theo- 
retical to interest the average reader. 


See Booklist 35: 152 Jan. 1 ’38. 


Lindley, Betty and Ernest K. A new 
deal for youth; the story of the national 
youth administration. 1938. illus. 315p. 
Viking, $3. 362.7 
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What the NYA has done for Young America 
with descriptions of projects and typical stories 
of boys and girls who have been helped. 


See Booklist 35: 2 Sept. 1 ’38. 


Socialism on the 
304p. Harper, $3. 
335 


Thomas, Norman. 
defensive. 1938. 


The outstanding spokesman for the conserva- 
tive socialist movement in the United States 
writes of: The rise of the totalitarian state, 
Popular fronts, Militarism.and war, Socialism 
and the American scene, and other aspects of 
what he calls this mad world. 


See Booklist 35: 93 Nov. 15 ’38. 


Zimmerman, Carle C. The changing 
community. 1938. 661p. Harper, 
$3.50. 301 


Sociological study based on extensive investi- 
gations into the life and organization of typical 
American communities. Detailed descriptions 
of more than a dozen such communities, in the 
manner of Middletown, are incorporated into 
the text. 


Philology 


Lloyd, Charles A. We who speak English 
and our ignorance of our mother tongue. 
1938. 308p. Crowell, $2.50. 425 


Entertaining and enlightening book on a 
subject of unfailing fascination. Is good English 
unnatural” The split infinitive and other matters; 
The English of business and of religion; British- 
English; The living English subjunctive; 
Changes, past and future; are some of the 
provocative chapter titles. 


Science and Useful Arts 


Cades, Hazel Rawson. Handsome is as 
handsome does; how to make your 
daughter better looking. 1938. 104p. 
illus. Appleton, $1.50. 646.7 


The relationship between health and beauty 
is stressed in this book on the care of a child’s 
skin, hair, teeth, posture and so on. 


See Booklist 35: 41 Oct. 1 °38. 


Casteret, Norbert. Ten years under 
the earth. 1938. 283p. illus. Grey- 
stone, $3. 551.4 


Stories of the author’s explorations in the 
caves and caverns of the Pyrenees. A narrative 
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of remarkable adventures which have brought 
to light many facts of physiographical and 
archaeological importance. Translated from the 
French. 

See Booklist 35: 111 Dec. 1 ’38. 


Edminster, Allen W. Gardening as a 
hobby. 1938. 184p. Harper, $2.50. 
635.9 


Making no attempt to be chatty or entertain- 
ing this gives plain understandable information 
on the fundamentals of gardening. Includes 
advice on preparation of beds, hot beds, bulbs, 
annuals, perennials, insect and other pests, 
with a good chapter on the lawn. 


Eliot, George F. The ramparts we watch. 
1938. 370p. Reynal, $3. 623 


An attempt to determine what is a reasonable 
program of defense for America. 


See Booklist 35: 128 Dec. 15 ’38. 


Gubbels, Jan L. American highways 
and roadsides. 1938. 94p. illus. Hough- 
ton, $2.75. 625 


With its excellent illustrations this book will 
be of interest to the general reader as well as to 
the highway engineer, student or county official. 
Contents: The landscape engineer; Location 
and alignment of the highway; The right-of-way; 
Special engineering structures and designs; 
Transplanting and care of trees and shrubbery; 
Plant life on the highway. Author is landscape 
engineer of the Texas highway department. 


Noble, L. H. and Everill, R. B. From 
forest to woodworker. 1938. 252p. 
illus. Bruce, $1.75. 674 


An informational and practical book on its 
subject, useful either in the industrial-arts 
classes for which it is intended or for general 
library circulation. Made up of three parts: 
Forestry and the lumber industry; Wood 
finishes; Woodworking tools and supplies. Well 
illustrated, with glossary and index. 


See Booklist 35: 80 Nov. 1 °38. 


Taylor, Norman, ed. Garden dictionary. 
new ed 1938. 886p. illus. Houghton, 
$7.50. 635.7 


Reprint of the volume originally priced at 
$16.25. Was recommended in Subscription 
Books Bulletin July ’36 and, in its present form, 
is re-entered in the issue for October ’38. 
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Van Brussel, Emily. Behind the counter; 
a book for sales clerks. 1938. 165p. 
Appleton, $1.50. 658.8 


The sales clerk of some experience will profit 
more by this book than the beginner. It might 
be recommended to the college girl interested 
in a department store career but its rather 
smarty style spoils it for secondary school use. 


See Booklist 35: 113 Dec. 1 ’38. 


Fine Arts 


Paderewski, Ignace Jan and Lawton, 
Mary. The Paderewski memoirs. 1938. 
404p. illus. Scribner, $3.75. 780.8 


Covering the years from boyhood down to 
the world war, this is the first of two volumes of 
reminiscences as told by the famous pianist to 
an American woman journalist. Pleasantly 
informal in style; appeared serially in the Satur- 
day Evening Post. 

See Booklist 35: 97 Nov. 15 ’38. 


Rybizka, Benno. The Hannes Schneider 
ski technique. 1938. 109p. illus. Har- 
court, $2.50. 796.9 


The technique of one of the great European 
skimasters (whose school has been “demolished 
by political intrigue’’) described by one of his 
pupils. Well illustrated. 


Shea, J. G. and Wenger, P. N. Provin- 
cial furniture. 1938. 161p. illus. Bruce, 
$3.50. 749 


Working plans for articles of furniture in the 
French provincial style, preceded by an historical 
outline of French period styles. 

See Booklist 35: 112 Dec. 1 ’38. 


Literature 


History of an’ 
Lippincott, $1. 
814 or 824 


In this little book Christopher Morley has 
caught remarkably the atmosphere of those 
weeks in the autumn of 1938 when people every- 
where hung over their radios with apprehensions 
of disaster. Speaking for himself, and surely 
for many others, Mr. Morley is deeply grateful 
that the outcome was peace. “Call it capitula- 
tion, call it chicane, call it what you please, we 
did get . . . the immortal gift of time. We got 


Morley, Christopher. 
autumn. 1938. 81p. 
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time to think. It will need to be used for just 


that.” 


Rascoe, Burton, ed. An American reader. 
1938. 1026p. Putnam, $2.50. 
810.8 or 820.8 


Most of the celebrated names in American 
literature appear in this anothology of selections 
made from 100 years of publishing by the house 
of Putnam. 

See Booklist 35: 95 Nov. 15 ’38. 


History and Travel 


Eddy, Clyde. Voyaging down the Thames. 
1938. 317p. illus. Stokes, $3.50 914.21 


A personal account of a voyage by row boat 
and steamer down the Thames, from source to 
mouth, into which a considerable amount of 
historical and guide book information is intro- 
duced. Exceptionally well illustrated and will 
attract both prospective and returned travelers. 


Federal Writers Project of WPA. 
Minnesota (American Guide, ser.) 1938. 
illus. Viking, $2.50. 917.76 


Our sister state has received full and fair 
treatment in this volume of the American 
guides. There is first a section of well-chosen 
pictures, next a series of readable articles on all 
aspects of the state’s development, followed by 
the outline of tours. This volume of the series 
is a must-have for Wisconsin libraries. 


Fox, Dixon Ryan, ed. The cavalcade of 
America; series 2. 1938. 353p. Milton 
Bradley, $2. 973 


A selection from the radio program known 
as the Cavalcade of America. Printed as pre- 
sented, with alternating narrative and dialog: 
will be of interest to those who have heard 
some of the broadcasts and could be used in 
various ways with schools. 


“Franck, Harry A. 
two continents. 
Stokes, $3.50. 


An airplane flight over the lands that circle 
the Caribbean, with frequent stopovers for more 
intimate views and adventures. 


See Booklist 35: 63 Oct. 15 ’38. 


Skyroaming above 
1938.  362p. illus. 
918 


Kouwenhoven, John A. Adventures of 
America, 1857-1900; a pictorial record 
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from Harper’s Weekly. 1938. unp. 
illus. Harper, $3.50. 973 


The news of the day as it was told in drawings 
and cartoons before the development of modern 


photography. Comprises 255 illustrations 
accompanied by text. 
Biography 


Case, Frank. Tales of a wayward inn. 
1938. 390p. illus. Stokes, $3. 921 


Reminiscences of a New York hotel manager. 
The Algonquin, from its beginnings, has been a 
favorite with stage people, artists and writers 
and there is much pleasant gossip about out- 
standing figures in these realms. 


See Booklist 35: 157 Jan. 1 °39. 


Farley, James A. Behind the ballots; the 
personal history of a politician. 1938. 
392p. Harcourt, $3. 921 


A frankly political biography of great timely 
interest. 
See Booklist 35: 131 Dee. 15 ’38. 


Salter, J. T., ed. The American politician. 
1938. 412p. illus. Univ. of North Caro- 
lina press, $3.50. 920 


Sketches of present day political figures by a 
varied group of authors. Wisconsin is repre- 
sented by Sol Levitan, Robert M. LaFollette, 
Jr., and Dan Hoan, and the reader will be able 
to judge by these of the fairness of the other 
interpretations, which include among others 
studies of Mayor LaGuardia, Jim Farley, 
Senator Norris, Maury Maverick, and Norman 
Thomas. 


Sanger, Margaret. Margaret Sanger; an 
autobiography. 1938. 504p. Norton, 
$3.50. 921 


Mrs. Sanger’s autobiography reveals her as a 
sensitive and idealistic personality, not a rebel 
by birth or temperament, but by conviction as 
she came to feel the suffering and injustices of 
the world. After the first purely personal 
chapters is taken up largely with her long fight 
for the principle of birth control, here and 
abroad. 


See Booklist 35: 116 Dec. 1 ’38. 
Smith, Frank. Thomas Paine, liberator. 
1938. 338p. Stokes $3. 921 


A carefully written and well balanced biog- 
raphy, contributing to a better understanding 














February, 1939] 


of the most misunderstood of the men who 
influenced the American revolution. 


See Booklist 35: 64 Oct. 15 °38. 


Thompson, Lawrence. Young Long- 
fellow (1807-1843). 443p. illus. Mac- 
millan, $4.50. 921 


The story of the first 38 years of Long- 
fellow’s life. We see him as a winning, hand- 
some, polished young man, not too ambitious, 
sensitive, somewhat vain, but making friends 
easily. The book covers his two love affairs 
and his early literary success and leaves a 
pleasant impression to counteract the prevail- 
ing one of the elderly man with flowing beard. 
Unnecessarily expensive. 


See Booklist 35: 132 Dec. 15 °38. 


Umbreit, Kenneth B. Our eleven chief 
justices; a history of the Supreme 
Court in terms of their personalities. 
1938. 539p. illus. Harper, $3.75. 920 


Biographical studies of the eleven men from 
John Jay to Charles Evans Hughes who have 
filled the office of chief justice. 


See Booklist 35: 97 Nov. 15 °38. 


Fiction 


Aldrich, Bess Streeter. Song of years. 

1939. 490p. Appleton, $2.50. 

There were seven of the lively, laughter-loving 
Martin girls, and their first appearance in this 
story strikes a note of lightness and gaiety too 
often lacking in tales of pioneer life. In addition 
to the girls, there are two brothers, less well 
defined, a tight-lipped efficient little mother, a 
genial father, who gravitates naturally into 
prairie politics and is elected to the first legisla- 
ture; and there is young Wayne Lockwood, 
their neighbor. Darker days come, the girls 
marry, and not all of them well; the young 
men march off to war; word comes to Susanne, 
happily proved false later, that Wayne is dead, 
but all in all, it is a story going to show that 
there was sunshine mixed with the shadow 
then as now. 


Bailey, Temple. 
1938. 239p. 


Tomorrow’s promise. 
Penn, $1.50. 


A slight novel by this popular writer, center- 
ing around a girl whose ideal of marriage is 
influenced by her parents’ divorce. 


Becker, May Lamberton, comp. Golden 
tales of Canada. 1938. 274p. Dodd, 
$2.50. 


To the five books of Golden tales about 
America, Mrs. Becker now adds this volume 
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on Canada. Familiar writers are here: Stephen 
Leacock, Norman Duncan, Gilbert Parker, 
Ralph Connor, but the book will be of most 
interest for those lesser known. Altho the 
collection is limited, for so large a country, an 
effort has been made to represent all sections. 
A selection from Maria Chapdelaine is chosen 
for French Canada. 


Hell let loose. 1938. 


Beeding, Francis. 
302p. Harper, $2. 


International intrigue against a background 
of Spain’s civil war. 


Buchholtz, Johannes. The saga of 
Frank Dover; tr. from the Danish. 
1938. 420p. Putnam, $2.75. 


This* eventful but quietly-told story will 
prove a worth-while addition to the shelf of 
translated novels. Beginning in a Danish par- 
sonage, Frank Dover’s saga leads into adventures 
as a sailor on the high seas, as a wandering piano 
tuner and prospector in South Africa, as soldier 
and prisoner in the Boer war and, finally, brings 
him back to Denmark in his old age with 
memories of a deep and lasting love and with 
gratitude for life. 


Chase, Borden. 
Penn, $2.50. 


Sandhog. 1938. 329p. 


A good occupational novel, about men who 
build tunnels. Its authentic details of con- 
struction will hold the interest of men and boys, 
who may care less for its somewhat conven- 
tionalized love story. 


Davis, Clyde Brion. 
1938. 306p. illus. 


Northend wildcats. 
Farrar, $2. 


Men who were boys around 1900 will be 
likely to get more fun out of this book than the 
youngsters of today will, who live in so different 
a world. Written in the vernacular by the 
author of The great American novel, it deals 
with the scrapes and escapades of a gang of 
typical boys of the period. 


See Booklist 35: 159 Jan. 1 ’39. 


Derleth, August. Any day now. 1938. 


134p. Normandie House, $2.50. 


Renna’s friends had a way of saying, “Any 
day now the right man will come along.” They 
never knew the true story of how she had let 
the right man go by. A story of novelette 
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length in which the sad nostalgia for days gone 
by is admirably captured; as perfect in its way 
as anything the author has yet done. A short 
version appeared in the Redbook magazine; now 
beautifully printed and bound by Normandie 
House, with decorative features by Mathias 
Noheimer. 


Douglas, Lloyd C. Disputed passage. 
1938. 432p. Houghton, $2.50. 


As in other novels by the author this new 
story revolves about the medical profession. 
Personal prejudice subjugated to professional 
ideals, the psychical as a factor in healing, and 
the influence of oriental philosophy, represented 
by the heroine, a girl brought up in China, are 
elements that go to the making of a book which 
will not disappoint his many readers. 


Fischer, Pauline B. Clay Acres. 1938. 


399p. Penn., $2.50. 


A story of pioneer Michigan. In giving their 
backwoods farm a name and in laying out a 
perennial garden, Clarissa Gelston takes the 
first steps toward achieving the manorial estate 
she has in mind for her husband and herself. 


The story follows the ups and downs of the 
Gelston fortunes, showing how the younger 
generation are affected by their mother’s 
ambitions. A book many readers will find of 
interest. 


Hughes, Richard. In hazard. 1938. 


279p. Harper, $2.50. 


This description of a ship caught in a hurricane 
off the West Indies will be appreciated more as 
a piece of vivid writing than as a story. 


See Booklist 35: 84 Nov. 1 ’38. 


Jones, Gwyn, Garland of bays. 1938. 


670p. Macmillan, $3. 


Long biographical novel centered around the 
life of Robert Greene, the Elizabethan poet 
and playwright. Boyhood in a strict Puritan 
household, Cambridge student days, travel on 
the continent, association in London with such 
men as Marlowe, Nashe, Peele, Shakespeare, 
give the author a fine opportunity to picture 
the life of the time. 


See Booklist 35: 134 Dec. 15 ’38. 


Kaye-Smith, Shelia. The valiant woman. 
1938. 386p. Harper, $2.50. 


This story of present-day Sussex, with its 
interest centered in a group of cultured, some- 
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what sophisticated characters, is written with 
all the author’s competence but perhaps will 
have less appeal to her large following than her 
novels of humble life. The Catholic attitude 
toward divorce is an element in the working 
out of the plot. 

See Booklist 35: 118 Dec. 1 ’38. 


Lucas, Audrey. Old Motley. 1938. 


471p. Macmillan, $2.50. 


There is a quiet charm about this novel of 
London in the 1830's, with its background of 
Quaker family life and the theater. 


See Booklist 35: 10 Sept. 1 ’38. 


McCord, Joseph. Redhouse on the hill. 
1938. 320p. Penn, $2. 


Maryland was one of the border states during 
the Civil War and Hope Lawless, her heart 
torn between devotion to a brother who joins 
the confederates and lover who is fighting on 
the union side, typifies the struggle of those 
who dwelt in a house divided. The story is 
somewhat in the romantic tradition but does 
not minimize the brutal realities of war and 
more than once points out its uselessness. Well 
told and interest-holding. 


O’Brien, E. J. Best British short stories. 
1938. 220p. Houghton, $2.50. 


Best short stories of 1938. 220p. 
Houghton, $2.50. 


These two annual volumes continue to hold 
their interest for the student of the short story. 


F.O.B. Detroit. 1938. 


$2.50. 


An inside picture of life in a big automobile 
factory. The story is told by Bennie, but chiefly 
it is the story of Russ, who came down from the 
north woods intending to work just long enough 
to buy an outboard motor and a boat. Russ 
could run any kind of a machine, but didn’t 
like machines that ran him. He marries, finds 
himself tied to a family, and the assembly line 
proves too much for him. Good realistic writing. 


See Booklist 35: 119 Dec. 1 °38. 


Smitter, Wessel. 
340p. Harper. 


Walker, Mildred. Dr. Norton’s wife. 
1938. 268p. Harcourt, $2.50. 


Dr. Norton is on the staff of the medical 
school of a mid-western university, happily 
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married to Sue, pretty, energetic and lovable. 
Sue becomes a hopeless invalid, the victim of 
creeping paralysis. Jean, her divorced sister 
comes to live with them. The story that follows 
is of the ensuing triangle. Somewhat morbid, 
but well told with emphasis on fundamental 
values. 


For Children and Young People 
Adventure 


Coryell, Hubert V. Klondike gold. 
1938. 319p. illus. Macmillan, $2. 


The lure of the gold fields in Alaska was for 
Douglas a way to realize his ambition of becom- 
ing a surgeon. Every hardship of the adventure 
only served to bring out and develop a richness 
in his character. There is a terrific storm at 
sea; there is the encounter with a dangerous 
gang, but there is also the fine friendship between 
him and Dr. Everett, a gold prospector himself 
who helps Douglas in his education to become 
a surgeon. Grades 7-9; also for men who like 
adventure stores. 


See Booklist 35: 120 Dec. 1 °38. 


Divine, A. D. Fire in the ice. 1938. 


254p. illus. Houghton, $2. 


Story of a modern whaling expedition in the 
Antarctic. Full of dramatic moments, for the 
boy Alan, and after the burning of the mother 
ship there are real perils. A good sea adventure 
story. Grades 6-8. 


Flaherty, Robert. The captain’s chair. 
1938. 315p. Scribner, $2.50. 


A story of the far north (Hudson Bay, Ungava, 
Baffin Land) that reads like a personal record. 
It recounts the journey of a young prospector, 
overland with dog team and by canoe, and 
would make good picture material. The author 
is the Robert Flaherty who produced Nanook 
of the North and Elephant Boy. 


Jungle river. 1938. 


Doubleday, $2. 


Pease, Howard, 
295p. illus. 


When Don Carter arrives at New Guinea he 
learns his father is reported as missing in an 
airplane crash. Still not convinced that his 
father is dead, and against all advice of officials, 
Don and two companions charter a boat and 
sail up Fly river into the jungle, where all 
kinds of danger and adventure are experienced 
and there 1s a fascinating picture of the life of 
the natives. Will be enjoyed by boys in grades 
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7-10, and also by men who like unusual adven- 
ture stories. 


See Booklist 35: 122 Dec. 1 ’38. 


Animals are the Chief Characters 


Borland, Hal. Wapiti Pete. 1938. 176p. 
illus. Farrar, $1.75. 


Whether seen through the admiring eyes of 
the artist and naturalist, Cass Alexander, or 
through the enmity of the sheepherder, Selkirk, 
the elk Wapiti Pete stands out as a great char- 
acter against a background of winter storms, 
in the midst of conflicts with mountain lions 
and wolves, and finally wins even against his 
enemy, Selkirk. Grades 7-8. 


See Booklist 35: 86 Nov. 1, ’38. 


DeJong, Meindert. The big goose and 
the little white duck. 1938. 160p. 
Harper, $2. 


The big goose, a great pet, became the prop- 
erty of the boy from the farm when he prom- 
ised that it should never be killed. Everybody 
thought how useful the goose was, excepting 
grandfather who saw it only as a nicely roasted 
goose for his birthday dinner. This troubled 
the farmer boy, and his mother very much. 
How grandfather suddenly changed his mind 
comes at the end of a number of exciting inci- 
dents. Grade 3 to 5. 


See Booklist 35: 129 Dec. 1, ’38. 


Hader, Berta and Elmer. Cricket. 1938. 
159p. illus. Macmillan, $2. 


Cricket is a most versatile pony, whether as 
the circus performer and particular friend of 
Mom the elephant, or as the “world’s champion 
bucking pony,’’ when he appears in the theatre 
as a footlight favorite. After further experiences 
he finds himself on a farm, where he finally 
retires from professional life, although not 
entirely, since he became a great drawing card 
in the children’s barnyard circus. Grades 4-5. 

See Booklist 35: 140 Dec. 15, ’38. 


Johnson, Margaret S. & Helen L. 
Black Bruce. 1938. 154p. illus. Har- 
court, $1.75. 


Black Bruce, a fine collie, had all of the 
characteristics of the collies of the Scottish 
Highlands where his mother Highland Jean had 
been raised. But in the New England kennel 
collies were wanted more for show. This made 
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the owner willing to part with Bruce, and he 
starts on a career in which the fine inheritance 
of his Scottish ancestors shows up in a great 
variety of experiences. Grades 4-6. 


See Booklist 35: 13 Sept. 1 °38. 


Manning-Saunders, Ruth. Elephant. 


1938. 186p. Stokes, $1.50. 


This fine story of a circus elephant, published 
earlier in 1938, may be recommended for older 
boys and girls, those beyond 9th grade. 


Montgomery, Rutherford C. Gray 
wolf. 1938. 186p. illus. Houghton, 
$2.25. 


A stirring story of the war on wolves in the 
cattle country, told without missing a certain 
nobility of character in such a wolf as Speed, 
and Flash, his mother. Treon, the Indian, who 
works alone, in aiding the cattle men, scorns 
their use of poison, and ‘has his secret admira- 
tion of the gray one with whom he matches his 
wits.” Grades 7-10. 


See Booklist 35: 69 Oct. 15, 38. 


Salten, Felix. Perri; tr. by Barrows 
Mussey. 1938. 228p. illus. Bobbs, $2.50. 


Perri is the squirrel about whom the story is 
written, but all of the other forest dwellers are 
present too and the woodland is a busy, happy 
place, even though there are times of tense 
waiting, and of fear of what may happen. The 
child Annerli is also counted among Perri’s 
friends; and once, Bambi, for an instant, comes 
into the story. It is a tale all nature lovers will 
enjoy. For all ages. 

See Booklist 35: 99 Nov. 15 ’38. 


Willenborg, Lee. The golden ram. 1938. 
201p. illus. McKay. $2. 


The life story of Rusty, the golden ram, 
through all the perils of wild iife in the moun- 
tains until he becomes the leader of the ewes. 
The story gives certain details of the life and 
habits of the mountain sheep, as well as reflects 
something of the beauty and peace of bleak 
uplands beyond the timber line. Grades 5-7. 


Stories with Historical Background 
American 
Crawford, Phyllis. ‘Hello, the boat!’ 
1938. 227p. illus. Holt, $2. 


A story full of spontaneity recreates the 
American background of the early 19th century 
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when one of the great highways of the westward 
movement was the Ohio river. The Doak family 
fitting out a boat as a store make the journey 
from Pittsburgh to Cincinnati peddling ali kinds 
of wares and stopping along the way as from 
the shore comes a call ‘Hello, the boat.’””’ Humor, 
drama, good character delineations, and authen- 
ticity contribute to the book’s interest. Received 
the $3,000 award of the Julia Ellsworth Ford 
Foundation. Grade 5 and above. 


See Booklist 35: 68 Oct. 15 ’38. 


Indians of the 
Albert 


Deming, Therese O. 
wigwams. 1938. 239p. illus. 
Whitman, $1.50. 


This is the 5th book in the Indian life books 
which have for their purpose to record, “in 
story and pictures, the former life and tribal 
customs of various American Indians.” The 
present book tells of a tribe of the Algonquin 
Indians, sometimes called the Delawares. Most 
of the action takes place in New Jersey. (Grade 
5.) Other books in the series listed in the 
Children’s Catalog are Jattie Eagle, 90c (Grade 
1); The Indians in winter camp, $1 (Grade 2); 
Red people of the wooded country, $1.25 (Grade 
3); Indians of the pueblos, $1.50 (Grade 4). 


See Booklist 35: 139 Dee. 15 ’38. 


Duvoisin, Roger. And there was America. 
1938. 75p. illus. Knopf, $2. 


This account of finding America reads like 
the tale of a prince or hero on a great quest. 
It is full of signs and wonders and yet of facts 
which give a true picture of this great adventure. 
The brilliant, glowing illustrations and the short 
sentences add to the dramatic appeal and bring 
the story to the level of the young child’s interest 
Grades 3-5. 


See Booklist 35: 139 Dec. 15 ’38. 


Bound girl of Cobble hill. 
Stokes, $2. 


Lenski, Lois. 
1938. 291p. illus. 


This is a story reproducing the period in 
early American history when according to the 
custom, Mindwell, a little Connecticut girl is 
bound out to her uncle, a tavern keeper. The 
story is filled with details relating to those days, 
and the picture is complete. The illustrations 
are like old prints of early books for children. 
Those who enjoyed Phebe Fairchild her book and 
A-going to the westward will enjoy this last book 
of the author. For some children it will read 
slowly, but it nevertheless has interest. Grades 
6-8. 

See Booklist 35: 87 Nov. 1 ’38. 
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Meigs, Cornelia. The scarlet oak. 1938. 
198p. illus. Macmillan, $2. 


The heroes of the story are two brothers, 
Hugh and Jeremy Armond. They have lived 
in France, but when the story opens are with 
their grandfather in Bordentown, N. J. Events 
soon separate them, Jeremy going to England 
with the hope of gaining the release of his grand- 
father’s ships which have been seized by the 
British; Hugh remaining in America to become 
the gardener’s boy at the finest place in Borden- 
town, where an elderly Frenchman lives, Joseph 
Bonaparte, around whom the story is largely 


built. There are exciting events, an element of 
mystery and fine character delineation. Grades 
5-8. 
See Booklist 35: 141 Dec. 15 ’38. 
Orton, Helen Fuller. <A lad of old 
Williamsburg. 1938. 218p._ illus. 


Stokes, $2. 


With the present-day restoration of old 
Williamsburg, a story reconstructing the times 
is especially appropriate. A delightful picture 
of life in Williamsburg in 1752 brings young 
George Washington and Governor Dinwiddie 
into the tale and in addition there is interest in 
the account of the losing and finding of the 
boy’s horse. The illustrations from photographs 
were taken especially for the book. Grades 4-6. 


See Booklist 35: 122 Dec. 1 ’38. 


Sperry, Portia H. & Donaldson, Lois. 
Abigail. 1938. 196p. illus. Albert 
Whitman, $1.50. 

This story of covered wagon days gives in a 
series of episodes the experiences of the Calvin 
family on their trip from Kentucky to Brown 
County, Indiana. 


House by the 
1938. 245p. 


Swift, Hildegarde Hoyt. 
sea; illus. by Lynd Ward. 
illus. Harcourt, $2. 


The old house built on Long Island Sound is 
the center of a story which follows a vivid 
thread of American history from the days of 
pirates, when the house was built, to the present 
day. The poetic and dramatic note gives the 
book marked distinction but the appeal is 
likely to be limited. It should iend itself to 
reading aloud. Grades 7-9. 


See Booklist 35: 87 Nov. 1 °38. 


Taylor, Florance Walton. Towpath 
Andy. 1938. 250p. illus. Albert Whit- 
man, $1.50. 


Andy, whose fate seems to be the workhouse, 
finds his fortunes take a very different turn, 
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first in the sympathetic household of the Musk 
family, and later as canal boy for Captain Pride. 
The purpose of the story, which has some plot, 
is to give the background of :ife in the U. S. in 
the 1800’s when the Wabash and Erie canal is 
the highway of trade. Grades 4-5. 


Historical Backgrounds—Foreign 


Berry, Erick. Honey of the Nile. 1938. 


224p. illus. Oxford, $2. 


The author has woven into a historical narra- 
tive a purely imaginary account of what hap- 
pened to Ankhes after the murder of her husband 
Tutankhamun. “Although it seems accurate in 
details, it is less scholarly than Lucille Mor- 
rison’s Lost Queen of Egypt (BULLETIN Jan. ’38) 
and will appeal to a younger group.’’—Lib. J. 


See Booklist 35: 68 Oct. 15 ’38. 


French, Allen. The Red keep. 1938. 


309p. illus. Houghton, $2.25. 


A well-told tale of the Middle Ages with the 
customs of the nobility, of craftsmen and the 
peasants interestingly presented. The story is 
full of the courage and adventure of young 
Conan, who as a page in Fessart castle, prepar- 
ing for knighthood, is instrumental in the 
recovering and rebuilding of the Red keep, the 
destruction of which he had witnessed, and 
whose owner, Anne d’Arcy, the sole survivor of 
the family, plays a large part in Conan’s life. 

See Booklist 35: 86 Nov. 1 ’38. 


Kellogg, Charlotte. The girl who ruled 
a kingdom. illus. by Aniela Pruzynska 
1938. 154p. illus. Appleton, $2. 


The young Hungarian princess, Jadwiga, 
who becomes the queen of Poland is the heroine 
of the story. She makes the sacrifice of her 
own personal wishes, which endears her to the 
Polish people, and also makes her story of appeal- 
ing interest to the reader. This is a version for 
young people of the author’s adult book Jadwiga, 
queen of Poland. Grades 6-8. 


See Booklist 35: 86 Nov. 1 ’38. 


Kelly, Eric P. At the sign of the Golden 
Compass. 1938. 192p. illus. Macmillan, 
$2. 


Having escaped from London where he was 
falsely accused of printing a traitorous handbill 
from his master’s press, Godfrey Ingram finds 
his way to Antwerp, where he starts to work 
in the famous printing house of Christopher 
Plantin. The story moves rapidly and has many 
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tense situations incident to the difficulties that 
early printing and the peaceful arts experienced. 
“The face used is Janson, a type in Plantin’s 
style and the initial letters are from the great 
printer’s own sample books... . In making the 
beautiful illustrations, the artist has followed 
very closely authentic material, and pictures 
from the Plantin Museum in Antwerp.” Grades 
5-8. 
See Booklist 35: 69 Oct. 15 ’38. 


Kyle, Anne D. Red sky over Rome. 
1938. 260p. illus. Houghton, $2. 


Story of an American family living in Rome 
during the revolution of 1849. Cherry the young 
daughter, makes friends with Grazia and Droni, 
orphaned brother and sister, brought up by 
two unsympathetic aunts. Thru this friendship 
the Carstairs are drawn into the conflict and 
play a part in exciting events, among them the 
escape of Garabaldi. A story adults might read 
with interest also. 


See Booklist 35: 87 Nov. 1 ’38. 


Nolan, Jeannette C. Red Hugh of 
Ireland. 1938. 250p. illus. Harper, $2. 


The story is laid in Ireland at the time of 
the hostility of certain clans to Queen Elizabeth, 
those of O’Donnell and O’Neil in particular. 
Hugh O’ Donnell is held as a hostage to force his 
father to give up certain lands for his release; 
his escape and that of Art O’Neil, and their 
perilous journey back to their homes make a 
dramatic and well-told narrative of the 16th 
century. Grades 7-9. 


See Booklist 35: 122 Dec. 1 ’38. 


The Song of Roland; tr. by Merriam 
Sherwood. 1938. 168p. illus. Long- 
mans, $2. 


The translation from the Oxford manuscript 
done in rythmic prose will appeal to the young’ 
people of junior and senior high school age rather 
than to boys and girls below grade 7 for whom 
Baldwin, Story of Roland, and Collier and 
Eaton, Roland the Warrior are more popularly 
written. The line drawings are particularly 
suitable to the theme. 

Others 


with Notable Foreign Background 


Allee, Marjorie Hill. The little American 
girl. 1938. 237p. illus. Houghton, $2. 


In spite of the title the book is for the girls 
of junior and senior high school age. Sarah, 
17 year-old sophomore at an American college, 
receives the exciting letter which invites her 


° 
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to become a ‘“‘house-daughter” in the Quaker 
International Center in the Latin quarter of 
Paris. Her adventures and experiences make 
an interesting story, with present day Paris 
and London as backgrounds. There is also a 
note of international good will. 


See Bookiist 35: 11 Sept. 1 ’38. 


Angelo, Valenti. Nino. 1938. 244p. 


illus. Viking, $2. 


A beautiful re-creation of the author’s Italy, 
as he remembers his childhood before coming 
to America. It is a quiet, affectionate remember- 
ing, and the language and the delicate illustra- 
tions suggest this. The occasional Italian phrase, 
often self explanatory, does not hinder interest 
in reading, and while the book will appeal to 
children above average in reading interests, it 
will also be enjoyed by the adult who has had 
any associations with Italy. Grade 5-7. 


See Booklist 35: 102 Nov. 15 ’38. 


Burglon, Nora. Deep silver. 1938. 


215p. illus. Houghton, $2. 


A story of the Golden Eagle and its crew of 
fishermen, but more especially about Ewald, a 
strange little waif whose origin is a part of the 
mystery in the story. His pets, Lova the wolf, 
and the eagle often bring help to him when 
disaster threatens. An exciting story, with 
Scandinavian seafaring life as a background. 
Grades 5-8. 

See Booklist 35: 86 Nov. 1 ’38. 


Burglon, Nora. Sticks across the chim- 
ney. 1938. 256p. illus. Holiday House, 
$2. 


It was a sign of good luck to that house when 
storks built their nest of sticks on the chimney. 
The good luck which came to Siri, Erick and 
their mother is quite as much of their own 
making. Always in the background of the story 
is the mystery of the old Viking mound on the 
farm which in spite of the superstitions surround- 
ing it yields-unusual treasures of the old Viking 
days. Grades 5-7. 

See Booklist 35: 86 Nov. 1 ’38. 


Davis Helene Ebeltoft. The year is a 
round thing; pictures by Raymond 
Lufkin. 1938. 213p. illus. Harper, $2. 


An autobiographical account of a happy 
childhood, told in the third person. It tells of 
Helene’s idea about the year as a great wheel, 
half light, half dark, with each spoke a month. 
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Month by month they climbed from light into 
darkness and from darkness into light. Each 
month has its special excitement, giving to the 
reader fascinating pictures of the little known 
life in Tromso, within the Arctic circle north of 
Norway. Grades 4-6. 


See Booklist 35: 102 Nov. 15 ’38. 


Eberle, Irmengarde. Through the harbor 
from everywhere. 1938. 158p. illus. 
Bobbs, $1.50. 


Watching the ships coming into New York 
harbor raises all kinds of questions in the minds 
of Frances and Bill McGregor, as to the origin 
and probable destination of the cargoes carried. 
The chapters tell the stories which satisfy the 
curiosity of the children about the life in those 
parts of the world represented by the tankers, 
liners, barges and all kinds of cargo ships. The 
harbor becomes an exciting place, and through 
it as well as through the present book the study 
of geography is enriched. Grades 4-7. 


Embury, Lucy. Painted saints. 1938. 


192p. illus. Viking, $2. 


The friendly priest Father Serano finds the 
boy Marcel whom he adopts and teaches many 
things, especially the making from clay the 
saints of the church. It is a happy comradeship 
for both of them, and the story is told with full 
details of colorful Provence, its peasants, gypsy 
fetes and the beauty of the surrounding country- 
side. Grades 4-6. 


See Booklist 35: 120 Dec. 1, ’38. 


Hess, Fjeril. Castle camp. 1938. 226p. 


Maemillan, $2. 


The third of the author’s stories of the adven- 
tures of Lynn Garrow in Czechoslavakia after 
the war. In the postscript Miss Hess answers a 
question frequently asked by saying “‘The experi- 
ences, at any rate are real, and everything 
happened to a group of young Americans of 
which I was a member, very much as I have 
written in these three books.” 


See Booklist 35: 121 Dec. 1 ’38. 


Lide, Alice Alison. Aztec drums. 1938. 


139p. illus. Longmans, $1.50. 


With the magnificent ancient Aztec civiliza- 
tion as a setting, the story of Xochitl is told. 
He is the grandson of a weaver who has com- 
pleted a marvelous robe with the hope that it 
may win the royal award. With the discovery 
of the theft of the robe, Xochitl, in a burst of 
fury, attacks the one he knows to be guilty, 
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and as a result is forced to flee to the jungle 
where he lives through many perils and spends 
his time gathering the colored plumage of rare 
and beautiful birds. His return to his home in 
disguise, the weaving of the feathers into 
another beautiful robe, saving the city from the 
plot of traitors, and his own final success make 
a lively and exciting tale. Grades 7-9. 
See Booklist 35: 69 Oct. 15, ’38. 


Truder, Ingrid K. Little Kari, tr. by 
Emilie Poulsson. 1938. 149p. illus. 
Lothrop, $1.50. 


Kari’s busy life on a small farm in Norway 
was not lonely even though there were no other 
children to play with. There were all of the farm 
animals which she loved and there was old 
Anna who believed the old folk tales; and 
Ola who made it possible to see the magpie’s 
nest. The visit to the city gives another picture 
of Norwegian life. For grades 4-6. 


The American Scene, with Locality Interest 


Curtis, Alice B. Children of the prairie. 
1938. 198p. illus. Crowell, $2. 


The author’s own childhood on the prairies 
of Iowa furnishes the background of the book. 
The coming of the Cornish pony from the grand- 
father in Cornwall, the county fair and the 
every-day tasks on the farm give life and interest 
to a well told account of life fifty years ago. 
Something also should be said of the pictures, 
which give an impression of the sweep of the 
prairies as well as the close intimate details of 
farm life. 


See Booklist 35: 120 Dec. 1 ’38. 


Thimble summer. 
Farrar, $2. 


Enright, Elizabeth. 
1938. 124p. illus. 


A story of life on a Wisconsin farm, filled 
with experiences and incidents of the present 
day. Eric, a hitch hiker and mysterious stranger, 
comes into the story. With a chance to work 
on the farm his desire to do any more wandering 
is dispelled. Garnet believes that most of the 
happiness and good luck of the summer came 
from the thimble she found in the dry creek 
bed. Grades 5-7. 


See Booklist 35: 12 Sept. 1 38. 


Hunt, Mabel Leigh. Benjie’s hat. 1938. 
119p. illus. * Stokes, $1.75. 
It was when grandmother asked Benjie to 


come to spend the winter with her that he 
seemed to come into a place of more importance 
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in the family, for he was scarcely eight and 
Milo who was thirteen and Matthew eleven 
had never considered him much more than a 
baby. Also it was Benjie who always had to 
wear the outgrown clothes of his brothers. It 
was not only the straw hat which the horse 
ate, but the other hat adventures of Benjie 
that make the story full of humor and all ina 
delightful setting of Quaker life and customs. 
Grades 3-5. 


See Booklist 35: 13 Sept. 1 °35. 


May. The house in No-end 
1938. 286p. Doubleday, $2. 


When fifteen-year-old Becky is left alone 
with her younger brother and sister, the kinfolks 
gather at the cabin to see what had better be 
done about it. Becky is sure that they can 
manage by themselves and, with Granny’s help, 
they do. A good story of the southern mountains, 
introducing the folk ballads and native handi- 
crafts. 


See Booklist 35: 122 Dec. 1 ’38. 


Justus, 
hollow. 


Lindsay, Maud. Posey and the peddler. 
1938. 186p. illus. Lothrop, $1.50. 


Like the chapman of old, Peddler John in 
this North Carolina mountain story brings to 
these mountain folk something of the outside 
world as well as all kinds of trinkets which he 
carries in his pack. A good story with the 
characters all weil drawn, the book contributes 
to a local setting distinctly American. Ages 
10-12. 


See Booklist 35: 103 Nov. 15 ’38. 


Means, Florence C. Shuttered windows. 
1938. 206p. illus. Houghton, $2. 


Harriet Freeman, an orphaned negro girl who 
has always lived in the North and has enjoyed 
the opportunities offered in a Minneapolis high 
school, gains her first knowiedge of the South 
and the southern negro when she visits her 
great-grandmother. The first shock at the 
poverty stricken life is followed by a great 
desire to identify herself with her people and 
live for them. The story introduces a social 
problem of present day America, with its note 
of inspiration as well as romance and mystery. 
It should appeal to boys and girls of junior and 
senior high school age. 


See Booklist 35: 31 Sept. 15 ’38. 


Humor and Fancy 


Fein, Harry H. The flying Chinaman. 
1938. 147p. illus. Knopf, $1.50. 
A Chinese mystery story with slight plot but 


full of absurdities and humor. Will be enjoyed 
by the whole family. Grades 6 and above. 
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The reluctant 
illus. Holiday 


Grahame, Kenneth. 
dragon. 1938.  unp. 
House, $1.25. 


The reluctant dragon first appeared in the 
author’s Dream days. The boy whose line was 
dragons and who in ‘‘a sandwichy sort of way,” 
read natural history and fairy tales with no 
special distinction between them, was not at 
all surprised to learn from his father that a real 
dragon was in the cave on the downs. The 
illustrations by E. H. Shepherd have the delicate 
humor of the author, and the present edition, 
designed by Helen Gentry, is an extremely 
attractive book. Grades 4-6. 


See Booklist 35: 143 Dec. 15 ’°38. 


Haldane, J. B. S. My friend, Mr. 
Leakey. 1937. 179p. illus. Harper, 
$1.75. 


Mr. Leakey, who is a real magician, lives in 
his London flat where Oliver, the Octopus, is a 
most satisfactory servant ‘“‘because he has so 
many arms to work with’’; and, Pompey the 
dragon who lives in the fireplace is extremely 
useful when grilled turbot, or the like is desired. 
The book is made up of tall tales of pure non- 
sense and humor which will appeal to the more 
imaginative child. Grades 2-5. 


Practical and Vocational 


Berger, Josef. Copy boy. 1938. 259p. 


illus. Macrae, $2. 


On a thread of story, the inside workings of 
a big newspaper plant are described. Jerry the 
copy boy who has ambitions to become a reporter 
keeps his eyes open and learns all he can. Now 
and then he has an opportunity to edge in on a 
story and ultimately achieves his goal. Illus- 
trated from photographs. 


See Booklist 35: 139 Dec. 15 ’38. 


Helen Dore. Sue Barton, 
1938. 244p. Little, $2. 


Boylston, 
visiting nurse. 


This sequel to Sue Barton, student nurse pro- 
vides another good vocational book for girls. 
Six months with the Henry Street nursing service 
give the young heroine, and the reader as well, 
a clear idea of what is involved in public health 
work, with much fun, some excitement and a 
love story to balance the vocational element. 


See Booklist 35: 102 Nov. 15 ’38. 
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Deming, Dorothy. Penny Marsh, public 
health nurse. 1938. 266p. illus. Dodd, 
$2. 


Like Sue Barton, visiting nurse this is a voca- 
tional story for girls, giving an insight into 
demands, training and opportunities in the 
field of public health service. Penny tries rural 
work as well as work in a medium-sized city 
and nearly ends her career while engaged in 
relief during the Ohio flood. As in the other 
book there is an appealing element of romance. 


See Booklist 35: 50 Oct. 1 °38. 


Floherty, John J. 
1938. 186p. ilius. 


Pictorial and descriptive account of the 
making of a daily newspaper. The younger 
boy will get some of this information from 
Berger’s Copy boy. The older student, looking 
seriously to either newspaper work or printing 
as a vocation, will be ready for this book. 

See Booklist 35: 125 Dec. 15 °38. 


Your daily paper. 
Lippincott, $2. 


Harper, Theodore. Seventeen chimneys. 
1938. 270p. Viking, $2. 


Bob Cornish the hero in the author’s Windy 
Island (BULLETIN May ’32) is again the main 
character in the present book. After his father’s 
bankruptcy, with the feeling that things are 
against him, he sets out to prove his own integ- 
rity, and to realize his ambition to become an 
engineer. A year of sheep herding, three years 
of working his way through an engineering 
schoo! and his final arrival in America to work 
in the Arizona gold mines are backgrounds for 
hardships and adventures which are finally 
rewarded with success. 


Heyliger, William. River man. 1938. 


241p. illus. Appleton, $2. 


For generations the business of oyster tonging 
has flourished in the region of the Virginia 
tidewater. The oyster tongers had also led an 
independent sort of existence with certain under- 
stood loyalties and traditions. The struggle 
between them and those who, representing big 
business, began to lease river bottom makes a 
good, vigorous story as well as gives information 
about a little known industry. While boys in 
grades 7 to 9 will enjoy the story, it will also 
appeal to men. 


James, Will. Flint Spears, cowboy rodeo 
contestant. 1938. 269p. illus. Scribner, 
$2.50. 


In the usual style of the author’s other books, 
the reader is given the story of the rodeo in 
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the career of Flint Spears, cowboy and rodeo 
contestant. Following the story are pictures 
made from photographs, showing typical experi- 
ences of the rodeo, with statement of rules of 
the Rodeo Association governing particular 
contests which some of the pictures represent. 
Will satisfy the reader of western stories among 
boys and men. 
See Booklist 35: 133 Dec. 15 °38. 


Lingenfelter, Mary R. Books on wheels. 
1938. 147p. Funk, $1.50. 


A story which makes library work decidedly 
appealing without glossing over the requirements 
and the difficulties. Deals with one branch of 
library work, but brings in the activities common 
to all library service. The book is also planned 
for use in vocational classes and has added a 
Glossary of technical terms, Training for library 
work, Accredited library schools, and Suggested 
titles for further reading. 


McLean, Donald. Knowing yourself 
and others. 1938. 275p. illus. Holt, $2. 


A splendid book for young people, one that 
guidance counselors, in school and out, will 
welcome. As the three factors important in 
adjustment to life takes up Popularity, Love, 
and Security; is attractively illustrated, with 
reproductions of cartoons and of photographs, 
and will have an appeal for both boys and girls, 
although perhaps is stronger on the boy’s side. 


Meader, Stephen W. T-model Tommy. 
1938. 305p. illus. Harcourt, $2. 


Graduating from high school with no job in 
sight, Tom Ballard sets out to make his own 
way with the aid of a model-T truck. A story 
of perseverance and pluck into which an adven- 
ture with gangsters introduces a sensational 
element. 


N. Y. Herald Tribune. Home Institute. 
Young America’s cook book. 1938. 
274p. illus. Scribner, $1.75. 


A splendid book for any beginner but, with 
its attractive make-up, especially appealing to 
young people, both boys and girls. Every step 
in each process is outlined, with a picture to 
illustrate on the opposite page. 


See Booklist 35: 103 Nov. 15 °38. 
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Pierce, Beatrice. The young hostess. 
1938. 341p. Farrar, $1.75. 


The ABC’s of successful entertaining pre- 
sented for young people. Of especial appeal to 
girls of high school age. 


See Booklist 35: 141 Dec. 15 °38. 


Rounds, Glen. Pay dirt; illus. by the 
author. 1938. 149p. Holiday House, $2. 


Written after the manner of the author’s 
Lumbercamp (BuLLETIN Dec. °37). Because of 
the drought and the grasshoppers, Uncle Torvall 
and his young partner Whitey seek out the Black 
Hills where they try for gold. The tales and 
mining information against a background of 
the region will satisfy the demand for the 
western story and give a picture of a typical 
American industry. Grades 7-9. 


See Booklist 35: 87 Nov. 1 ’38. 


Shields, Emma L. and Wemple, Helen 
D. Knit One, purl one; a little girl’s 
knitting and crochet book. 1938. 95p. 
illus. Stokes, $1.25. 646 


This is a book every ambitious little girl will 
enjoy and it could be consulted to advantage 
by anyone who is a beginner in the art of 
knitting. It gives directions for a variety of 
articles and in the order of their degree of diffi- 
culty—from a knitted wash cloth to the knitted 
coat; and from garments for the doll to those 
for the baby, and even for the older child. 


Thompson, Mary Wolfe. Highway past 
her door. 1938. 235p. Longmans, $2. 


Judith Van Duyn, after her grandmother’s 
death, found herself with an old farm house, 
an apple orchard and $1,100. The failure to 
find a job in town and the decision to establish 
a roadside stand for selling fruit, fresh vegetables 
and other farm produce make a story full of 
interest. While the venture is a success, it is 
not without many mishaps, disappointments, 
and sacrifices. A thread of mystery runs through 
the story and there is the suggestion of a romance. 
The book will appeal because of the story with 
its modera background and good character 
delineation. Grades 7-9. 


See Booklist 35: 14 Sept. 1 °38. 
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Just Stories 


Barringer, Marie. The four and Lena. 
1938. 216p. illus. Doubleday, $2. 


There is a gay spirit throughout the book and 
Lena, the goose, is the cause of much of it, 
although the good times the four children had 
on their uncle’s farm in the Black Forest hold 
interest to the end of the book. Illustrated by 
the Petershams. Grades 3-5. 


Chapman, Maristan. Clue of the faded 
dress. 1938. 237p. illus. Appleton, $2. 


A lively story in which a group of girls 
staunchly refuse to believe in the suspected 
guilt of Jennifer Lane, and who on their own 
carry on an investigation which finally solves 
the mystery and justifies their confidence. The 
principal characters are those in the author’s 
Girls of Glen Hazard. Grades 5-8. 


Gale, Martin. One winter. 1938. 204p. 
illus. Viking, $1.75. 


Jinnie Bradford who appeared in the author’s 
book One summer (BuLLETIN, Nov. ’36) is a 
little older now and the present book tells of 
the year at a small boarding school. The good 
times characteristic of the first year away at 
school are told with naturalness and simplicity 
and will satisfy the demand for a good school 
story for girls. Grades 6-8. 


Harper, Wilhelmina, comp. The lonely 
little pig, and other animal tales. 1938. 
108p. illus. McKay, $2. 


A collection of animal tales useful for the 
story hour. Contents: Pierson, The lonely iittle 
pig; Poulsson, The three goats; Lindsay, Little 
dog goes traveling; Baker, Ginger and Sandy; 
Potter, Mr. Goat’s Thanksgiving; Bailey, The 
little green elf’s Christmas; Sawyer, Chick, 
chick, half-chick; Kozisek, Hare’s birthday 
party; Chamoud, The mother-goat and her five 
children; Babbitt, Granny’s Blackie; Bianco, 
The velveteen rabbit; Casserley, The Flanagan 
pig’s soup; Parrish, The little emperor's dream. 


See Booklist 35: 160 Jan. 1 °39. 








